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Published: Friday, April 13, 1990
[In a recent document titled "No More Repression of the Guatemalan Popular Movement,"
the Mexico City-based Guatemala Human Rights Commission appeals to human rights and
solidarity organizations world-wide to apply pressure on President Vinicio Cerezo's government
to end repression against student, labor, neighborhood, human rights, peasant, and other civilian
organizations and movements. Highlights of the document, distributed on April 7 by the Guatemala
Human Rights Commission/USA (Washington, DC), appear below.] Attacks against the popular
movement In August-September 1989, at the height of a major strike by Guatemalan teachers,
a wave of terror was unleashed throughout the country, but concentrated in Guatemala City.
Members of the University Students Association (AEU), Mutual Support Group (GAM), and
the National Electricity Workers Trade Union (STINDE) were targeted for harassment, death
threats, and assassination. In the same period, Christian Democrat leader Danilo Barillas and
businessperson Ramiro Castillo Love were murdered. The wave of terror has continued to the
present. Examples of recent violence include: * On Dec. 21, 1989, three members of Peace Brigades
International (PBI) Canadian citizens Rusa Jermic and Mitchel Goldberg, and US citizen Meredith
Larsen were attacked by unidentified persons wielding knives. PBI is an independent pacifist group,
dedicated to providing assistance to grassroots organizations. In August, 1989, a bomb exploded
at the PBI office in Guatemala City. A small group of Guatemalans had sought refuge in the office,
after suffering death threats and assaults, and prior to making arrangements to leave the country.
PBI members decided to remain in Guatemala. The GHRC notes that the December incident was
the first time PBI members had been physically attacked. In other countries, including El Salvador,
PBI workers have been threatened and deported, but never attacked. * In December 1989, secretary
general of the Farm Workers Central (CTC), Gustavo Garcia, received several death threats. Also in
December, former AEU leader Marco Tulio Montenegro Alvarado was assassinated. Montenegro
had left Guatemala in August to escape the repression against student leaders. He had returned
to the country to be present for the birth of his son. * In February 1990, brothers Carlos Enrique
and Francisco Sagastume, members of the Coca Cola employee union, were assassinated. They
had been tortured, and then shot in the head. STINDE member Nestor Rene Osorio Sandoval was
shot to death March 2. Osorio had worked for 19 years as a security guard at the INDE plant in
Pasabien, Chiquimula. * In December 1989, the GHRC received reports that the army had resumed
its scorched earth practices in the countryside. Bombings of civilian targets took place in Ixcan, El
Quiche department. Military operations targeting villages in Huehuetenango department were
reported, including at Yalamboloch, Nenton municipality. * Guatemala's southern coast has been
virtually militarized. Farm workers are subjected to constant threats, the outcome of attempts to
organize the rural labor force and obtain wage hikes and working condition improvements from
landowners. * The army continues to apply pressure on civilians to participate in "civil defense
patrols." The Guatemalan constitution specifies that participation in the patrols is strictly voluntary.
On March 2, 1990, in the village of Chupol, Chichicastenango, El Quiche, seven GAM members
were physically assaulted, including GAM president Nineth de Garcia. The GAM had responded
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to complaints by local residents of being forced on the threat of death and mutilation to serve in the
patrols. The delegation had intended to speak with military and patrol leaders, while conducting
a peaceful demonstration protesting military pressure. Lack of respect for public figures and
international organizations * On Dec. 27, 1989, the headquarters of the International Red Cross
in Guatemala City was bombed. After several years of arduous negotiations, on Sept. 13, 1989,
the Guatemalan government agreed to accept Red Cross services, in accordance with article 3
of the four Geneva Conventions. These services consist mainly of offering humanitarian aid to
civilians, publicizing the norms of international humanitarian law, and providing assistance in
the search for disappeared persons. * After the bombing of the Red Cross headquarters, Swedish
Embassy employees were targeted with threats. Some have left the country. National Police agent
Agustin Alvarado, who worked as a security guard at the embassy, was assassinated, and his
corpse left inside the embassy building. The Swedish government had sponsored a resolution
at the 46th session of the United Nations Human Rights Commission calling on the UN to place
Guatemala under special observation for human rights abuses. Regionalization of the dirty war
Hector Oqueli, deputy general secretary of El Salvador's National Revolutionary Movement
(MNR), and attorney Hilda Flores, member of the Guatemalan Social Democrat Party (PSD), were
murdered on their way to the airport in Guatemala City. PSD secretary general Mario Solorzano
Martinez said there was no doubt about cooperation between Salvadoran and Guatemala military
intelligence agencies. He added, "It is not easy to develop a kidnapping scenario overnight without
a certain infrastructure." (From "The death of Oqueli: one more loss in the dirty war," Revista
Cronica, No. 109, Guatemala, 01/19/90, p. 16.) Official threats In early February, Defense Minister
Hector Alejandro Gramajo "suggested" that civil defense patrols be formed in Guatemala City,
"since the army is not prepared to respond immediately to every guerrilla attack,...around the
capital." In brief, the Guatemalan armed forces have commenced to militarize not only "strategic"
regions of the countryside, but also the capital city. Retired Gen. Benedicto Lucas Garcia, head of
the Army High Command under the government of his brother Fernando Romeo Lucas Garcia,
said that the November offensive by the Salvadoran rebels serves as a "lesson to the Guatemalan
Army." International opinion During the 46th session of the UN Human Rights Commission a
virtual avalanche of denunciations were presented against rights abuses in Guatemala, principally
under points 10 (torture), 12 (serious cases of human rights violations) and 22 (advisorship).
Many governments, including Sweden, Norway, Austria, France, Spain, Luxembourg, Ireland,
Holland, Canada, Denmark, Australia, Cuba and the US, noted the deterioration of human rights
in Guatemala. Some governments sponsored a resolution to name a Special Rapporteur to monitor
human rights in Guatemala during the next year. Numerous non-governmental organizations
delivered testimonies on abuses in Guatemala. Among the most recent expressions of concern
was articulated in a US State Department report: "Guatemala finds itself in a similar situation to
El Salvador, with the presence of paramilitary groups which have annihilated political opponents,
principally of the left." US Ambassador to Guatemala Thomas Stroock made public statements
expressing similar sentiments. President Vinicio Cerezo responded by asserting that the ambassador
was intervening in Guatemala's domestic affairs. Stroock was called to Washington for consultation.
Conclusion The Guatemala Human Rights Commission predicts continued and escalating terror
by security forces in 1990. The military and police forces are also expected to continue blaming the
insurgents, and occasionally the extreme right, thereby justifying their own actions. On Jan. 26, the
Guatemalan Bishops Conference noted that "in Guatemala a dehumanization [process] is rapidly
moving forward...We encourage the growing awareness of... men and women in both rural and
urban areas of their own dignity and that of every human being. This awareness is expressed in an
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active concern for the respect of human rights and a decisive rejection of those who violate these
rights." (La Prensa, 01/27/90)

-- End --
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